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The Rules of Intestacy: England and Wales

Are you married or in a civil partnership?

Spouse/civil partner Is your estate worth Do you have Your estate is shared
gets everything more than £250,000? children? equally between them

Your spouse/civil Do you have Do you have Your estate is shared
partner gets personal children? parents? equally between them
chattels*, £250,000
and half the remainder.

Your children get the Everything goes to your Do you have Your estate is shared

other half share which spouse/civil partner brothers and sisters? equally between them
is held in trust for them

until they reach 18.

Do you have Your estate is shared
nieces and nephews? equally between them

Do you have any Your estate is shared
grandparents? equally between them

Do you have any Your estate is shared
uncles and aunts? equally between them

Do you have Your estate is shared
any cousins? equally between them

Everything goes to the Crown (Government) or to
the Duchy of Cornwall or to the Duchy of Lancaster,
if resident in those areas
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